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Melv i l l e ,  a  f l a t ,  open t r a c t  of land i n  a  secluded a r e a  once known a s  Troopers ,  
possesses one of t h e  o l d e s t  su rv iv ing  houses i n  Surry County. The three-bay,  s t o r y -  
and-a-half bui ld ing  with i t s  c l ipped  gables  and t a l l  i n t e r i o r  end chimneys i s  b u i l t  
o f  b r i ck  l a i d  i n  Engl ish  bond below t h e  beveled water  t a b l e  and i n  Flemish bond wi th  
glazed headers above it. While most of t h e  glazed headers  have s p a l l e d  o f f ,  t h e  
pa t t e rned  brickwork i n d i c a t e s ,  and o l d  photographs confirm, t h a t  the  gables  a r e  decora 
wi th  p a r a l l e l  glazed chevrons. Ea r ly  n ine teenth-century  nine-over-nine and four-  over 
four  sash  and window frames a r e  used throughout t h e  house. A m o d i l l i o n  c o r n i c e  em- 

t een th  century ,  break t h e  f r o n t  s lope  o f t h e  roof .  There i s  some evidence, i n  t h e  f o  
b e l l i s h e s  t h e  eaves,  and t h r e e  pedimented dormers, probably d a t i n g  from t h e  e a r l y  n ine  

of s c a r s  a t  t h e  eaves and on t h e  underpinning of t h e  n o r t h  w a l l  o f  t h e  house, f o r  the  
ex i s t ence  i n  t h e  e igh teen th  century  of an ent rance  porch, but  i t  i s  no t  p o s s i b l e  t o  be 
c e r t a i n  of t h i s .  

The s t a i r s  r i s e  i n  t h e  pa r lo r  b u t  a r e  entered  from t h e  lean- to .  I f  t h e r e  was an 
ent rance  porch, t h i s  may have been t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  conf igura t ion .  Otherwise, i t  i s  
l i k e l y  t h a t  they  were entered  from the h a l l .  An ea r lyn iae teen th -cen tu ry  mantel  l i k e  
t h a t  i n  the  h a l l  enframes the  p a r l o r  f i r e p l a c e .  

An e a r l y  twentieth-century screened porch covers  most o f  t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  house, 
and an e a r l y  nineteenth-century framed l ean- to  'is on  t h e  rear.  The l a t t e r  is covered 
with p l a i n  weatherboards, as  i s  the  long, one-story,  e a r l y  twent ie th-century  frame e l l '  
s t r e t c h i n g  back from it, and the  smal l ,  s ing le - s to ry  wing a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  e a s t  end of 
the  house. The l a t t e r  i s  a l s o  a  frame a d d i t i o n  o f  t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  century .  

Melv i l l e  has a  ha l l -and-par lor  plan. One e n t e r s  t h e  h a l l  (west room), i n  which t h e !  
p r o j e c t i n g  chimney f a c e  i s  f lanked by c l o s e t s ,  each wi th  a  window. The p r e s e n t  m a n t e l :  

A! 
he The l e a n - t o i s  divided i n t o  t h r e e  rooms, al though t h e  p lans  o f  t h e  e a s t e r n  two may 
cr  have been a l t e r e d .  The west room has an o r i g i n a l  mantel  w i th  f l u t e d  Roman Doric 

p i l a s t e r s  suppor t ing  a p l a i n  f r i e z e  wi th  e n t a b l a t u r e  blocks.  
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Two frame ou tbu i ld ings  remain; one is a n ine teenth-century  smokehouse wi th  a  s i d e  

lean-tosand the  o t h e r  is a twentieth-century barn. 

da te s  from the e a r l y  n ine teen th  century.  It c o n s i s t s  o f  Roman Doric c o l o n e t t e s  support 
ing  a p l a i n  f r i e z e  wi th  e n t a b l a t u r e  blocks and a s h e l f  w i t h  b o l d l y  rejecting moldingsf' 
The f i r e p l a c e  surround bears  t r a c e s  of t h e  red  p a i n t  l i k e  t h a t  f o u n j  in s e v e r a l  o t h e r  1 
e a r l y  houses i n  Tidewater Vi rg in ia .  Over each o f  the  e x t e r i o r  doors  i s  a roundheaded 
r e c e s s  wi th  square shoulders .  The whole of t h e  room, inc lud ing  t h e  i n t e r i o r s  o f  t h e  
r ecesses  o r  n i ches ,  has been papered s o  it is no t  p o s s i b l e  a t  t h i s  time t o  determine 
whether these  n iches  a r e  o r i g i n a l  t o  t h e  house. A l l  o f  t h e  door and window t r i m  and 
the  double ra ised-panel  r e a r  doors d a t e  from the  e a r l y  n ine teenth '  century.  

Dm 
BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 
The bounds folkow Timber Neck Creek on the  east ,  and S t a t e  Route b35 on t be  s&& 

a d  a r e  drawn a r b i t r a r i l y  on t k  h r t h  and wsti -- a l l  t o  inc1 i .d~  the  wain house, 
the  smokehouse, barn ,  and approach from the  road. 



i a SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-PREHISTORIC 4RcHEO~utiv-PREHISTORIC -COMMUNIlY PLANNING -LANOSCAPE ARCHITECTURE -RELIGION 

-1400-1499 ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC -CONSERVATION -u\yv S C I E N C E  

-1500.1599 A G R I C U L T U R E  -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 

-1600.1699 lCARCHlTECTURE -EDUCATION -MILITARY -SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

3 7 0 0 - 1 7 9 9  A R T  -ENGINEERING -MUSIC -THEATER 

-1 800-1 899 -COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT -PHILOSOPHY -TRANSPORTATION 

-1 900- -COMMUNICATIONS -INDUSTRY X-POLITICWGOVERNMENT -OTHER (SPECIFY) 

-INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

I 
I STATEMENT OFSIGNIFICANCE 

~ l e l v i l l e ,  a  broad, f l a t  t r a c t  near  Surry  Court House, possesses  one of t h e  
e a r l i e s t  and most i n t e r e s t i n g  houses s tanding i n  the  county. Probably b u i l t  i n  
the  second q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  e igh teen th  century  by the  Faulcon fami ly ,  who were pro- 
minent i n  the  p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s  of e ighteenth  - and e a r l y  n ine teenth-century  
Surry,  Melv i l l e  i s  d i s t ingu i shed  by i t s  handsome brickwork wi th  i ts  gable-end 
chevroning, i t s  cl ipped-gable r o o f ,  and the  poss ib le  remains o f  an  en t rance  tower. 
I n  s p i t e  of i t s  small  s i z e  i t  is a  t y p i c a l  example o f  the  houses e r e c t e d  by t h e  
more prosperous o f  c o l o n i a l  V i rg in ia  p lan te r s .  It i s  s e t  a p a r t  from t h e  dwell ing I : 
of the  lower c l a s s e s  by i t s  c a r e f u l  propor t ions ,  f i n e  d e t a i l i n g  and b r i c k  cons t ruc t ion .  

I Such houses have come t o  epitomize the  bes t  of c o l o n i a l  V i r g i n i a ' s  ve rnacu la r  a rch-  
1 i t e c t u r e .  
$ 

I Melv i l l e ,  w i th  the  adjacent  t r a c t  New Hope, was i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  cen tu ry  t h e  
I s e a t  of Nicholas Faulcon (d. 1783), who i n h e r i t e d  land i n  what was then  known a s  

i Troopers o r  Troopers A r m s  from h i s  mother, Jane Faulcon, and from h i s  b r o t h e r s  Abraham 
and Jacob. Nicholas Faulcon pmbahly b u i l t  Melv i l l e  sometime a f t e r  t h e  dea ths  of 
h i s  two b ro the r s ,  both i n  1727. (From Abraham Faulcon he i n h e r i t e d  a  house a t  Troopers 
Arms. It i s  poss ib le ,  bu t  no t  l i k e l y ,  t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  p resen t  house a t  Melvi l le . )  

Af te r  h i s  dea th ,  Nicholas Faulcon's  p l an ta t ions  were d i s t r i b u t e d  among h i s  t h r e e  
sons,  wi th  John Faulcon rece iv ing  t h e  537-acre Melv i l l e  t r a c t , ,  t he  name M e l v i l l e  

. ~- f i r s t  appearing i n  . the land t a x  books f o r  1812. JohnFaulcon was C le rk  of t h e  Sur ry  
County Court,  1801-1829, a  p o s i t i o n  which he i n h e r i t e d  from h i s  b r o t h e r  Jacob, who 

: held t h a t  i n f l u e n t i a l  post  from 1781 t o  1801. There i s  a  t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  the  c l e r k ' s  
o f f i c e  was a t  Melv i l l e ,  but  t h a t  i s  un l ike ly ,  s ince  Jacob Faulcon d i d  n o t  l i v e  a t  i Me lv i l l e ,  and the  c o u r t  func t ions  were moved t o  the  p resen t  s i t e  i n  1797, f o u r  yea r s  

; before John Faulcon became Clerk. A t  John Faulcon's  death,  M e l v i l l e  became t h e  property 

I i of  John N. Faulcon. 

I 
I Melv i l l e  has been t h e  proper ty  of the  Savedge family f o r  many y e a r s  and is pre- 
I s e n t l y  owned by William E. Savedge. 
I I 
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